5-8                                  NELSON
The AiexzrA& and H&qJKll: continued down tlie
French line, battering the Tcnnant9              and
Mercury which lay astern of the Oners/, but other-
wise her destruction marked the end of the
battle. The men dropped exhausted OR the
decks " and were asleep In a moment In everv
sort of posture, having been ihen working at their
fullest exertion or fighting, for near twelve hours/'
Next morning showed that only the three rear
ships In the French line were still Intact, the others
having either struck, run ashore or blown up, or
being ready to surrender. Of these the Ttm&Iecn
ran aground, but the Guill^dme Tell and Ginht^x
made good their escape. Together with two of the
frigates. The British fleet had been very severely
handled but It Is possible that had Nelson been
fully capable of Issuing orders, not a single
French ship would have left the bay. Even so,
Ms captains co-operated in a most efficient
manner, but In default of definite orders, they
were doubtful about the shoals and the strength
of their damaged ?pars and rigging. As a feat
of arms Involving seamanship, gunnery and
simple courage, the Battle of the Nile has never
been surpassed.
Nelson's despatches were varied In character.
principal   communication,   written   10   St.
Vincent, began, *; Almighty God has blessed Ms
Majesty's  arms/'  following  the  style favoured
since the days of Blake.   To Spencer,  Xelson
was   neither   pontifical   nor   even   respectful,
Ms letter with, " My Lord, Was I to die
at                       * Want of Frigates s would be
on  my  heart,"   He  was  still
acutely          Ms wound*